COMMISSION  MEM8EBS- 

Allrod  F.  Kllnqlet.  Chairman 

Slanloy  Naer,  View  Chairman  M,  L CoMbtaf 

H.  L Camming  a Sacrolary  CharlM  lynch 

W.  A.  Canon  Mac  lohntor, 

Vol.  J — No.  II 


Published  by 

MONTANA  AERONAUTICS  COMMISSION 
I*.  O.  Box  1008  Helena.  Montana 

Member  of 

National  Association  of  Slate  Aviation  Officials 

October,  I9JZ 


YOU  SHOULD  HAVE  BEEN  THERE 

Sixteen  alrcralt  landed  at  the  Htrschy  strip  at  Jackson 
on  October  18th  and  the  pilots  and  passengers  were  guests 
of  the  Htrschy  ranch  at  an  afternoon  tea,  following  which 
transportation  was  furnished  to  the  Diamond  Bar  Inn  at  Jack- 
son  where  the  group  remained  over  night  A full  evening's 
entertainment  was  furnished  by  the  hospitable  people  of 
Jackson  which  Included  swimming  in  the  hotel  plunge,  an 
enjoyable  dinner  followed  by  musical  entertainment  and 
square  dancing. 

The  parly  departed  from  the  Hirschy  strip  early  on  Sun- 
day morning  the  19th  for  an  enjoyable  and  scenic  flight  to 
Challis,  Idaho,  for  the  annual  Challis  venison  breakfast. 

There  were  206  alrcralt  registered  at  the  Challis  break- 
fast, included  aircraft  from  all  of  the  western  state.  The  traf 
fic  was  handled  in  an  orderly  manner  with  aircraft  being 
directed  to  parking  areas  by  flag  men.  Each  aircraft  was 
met  by  a representative  of  Challis  who  registered  the  airplane 
and  occupants. 

All  persons  were  directed  to  the  chuck  wagon  tent  where 
grilled  venison,  hot  cakes  and  choke  cherry  syrup  were 
served  in  abundance.  Local  residents  and  ranchers  contri- 
buted to  this  enjoyable  get  together  and  a short  program 
included  the  presentation  of  prizes  to  pilots  who  distingui- 
shed themselves. 

A prize  was  given  for  the  best  spot  landing,  for  the  pilot 
who  came  the  furtherest,  the  pilot  who  flew  the  best  approach 
pattern  and  for  the  pilot  who  pulled  the  dumbest  trick  which 
happened  to  be  an  unfortunate  character  who  made  a good 
spot  landing  and  then  got  out  to  see  how  close  he  was  to  the 
spot  with  eight  other  aircraft  following  him  on  the  pattern. 

One  of  our  Montana  pilots,  Jim  McGuire  of  Livingston, 
won  the  prize  for  flying  the  best  pattern.  We  were  glad  to 
see  that  it  was  not  a Montana  pilot  who  got  the  "Dilbert". 

ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  MONTANA  FLYING  FARMERS 
AND  RANCHERS 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Montana  Flying  Farmers 
and  Ranchers  was  held  in  Wolf  Point  on  October  3rd  and  4th. 
The  program  speakers  included  Tex  Anderson,  national  presi- 
dent and  Emery  McCarty  of  Idaho  Falls,  national  treasurer, 
and  John  Wiley  of  Prosser,  Washington.  State  Farmer  Presi- 
dent. 

The  business  meeting  included  the  election  of  officers 
and  Wesley  Ruggies  of  Wolf  Point  was  re-elected  president, 
Torrey  Johnson,  Kirby  was  elected  vice  president.  Eloise 
Ypma,  Bozeman,  was  re-elected  treasurer  and  Louis  G.  True 
of  Bozeman  was  elected  secretary.  Paul  Davis  of  Havre  was 
elected  director  for  the  eastern  district  and  James  R.  Knedler 
of  Geraldine  was  elected  director  of  the  western  district. 

Official  action  by  the  group  included  a resolution  re- 
questing the  CAA  to  continue  the  operation  of  low  frequency 
ranges,  a resolution  protesting  the  adoption  of  the  nautical 
mile  and  a resolution  supporting  the  application  of  Frontier 
Air  Lines  to  give  feeder  airline  service  to  many  Montana 
comrnunlies.  There  was  an  excellent  attendance  and  the 
Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  picture  ' Montana  and 
the  Sky"  was  shown. 

LOW  FREQUENCY  RANGE  CHECK 

Distribution  was  made  to  all  pilots  in  the  last  Newsletter 
of  a post  card  upon  which  you  were  requested  to  comment 
on  the  use  of  the  Livingston  radio  with  an  increase  in  voice 
power  output  and  with  the  elimination  of  the  range  trans- 
mission. 

This  action  was  taken  at  the  request  of  the  Civil  Aero- 
nautics Administration  and  we  have  now  been  advised  that 
the  test  operation  is  not  to  be  made  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  CAA  in  Washington  has  advised  regional  CAA  officials 
that  pilots  may  think  that  the  four-course  ranges  are  to  be 
discontinued. 

The  above  may  sound  a bit  confusing  and  it  may  be  in- 
ferred that  the  CAA  may  be  considering  Ihe  continuance  of 
radio  four-course  ranges  in  view  of  the  interest  shown  by 
pilots  in  their  continuation. 

It  is  suggested  that  you  make  use  of  the  post  card  in 
commenting  on  the  continuance  of  four-course  ranges  and 
send  the  cards  to  this  office.  We  will  then  forward  these 
cards  to  the  CAA  in  Washington  in  support  of  our  continued 
recommendation  that  L.  F.  four-course  ranges  be  continued 
in  Montana. 

NORTHWEST  AIRLINES  IS  EQUIPMENT  SHOPPING 

Douglas  and  Lockheed  will  both  make  final  sales 
pitches  next  week  for  Super  Constellations  and  DG6's  but 
decision  Is  still  clouded  by  discussion  with  Eastern  regarding 
lease  of  Constellations.— Am.  Avn.  Daily 

DUST  ABATING  CARPETING'  IS  DEVELOPED 

Textlleather  Corp.,  Toledo,  O.,  has  received  a Marine 
Corps  order  for  "Carpeting"  for  advance  air  strips.  The 
carpeting  is  a specially  processed  duck  material  to  be  placed 
beneath  steel  or  aluminum  landing  mats  to  hold  dust  prob- 
lem. but  in  jets  il  has  become  a problem  3ince  dustladen  air 
coming  in  through  the  intakes  may  have  an  abrasive  action 
on  engine  parts.  Textileather  expects  that  eventually  all  the 
jet-operating  military  services  will  adopt  its  carpeting  — 
Am.  Avn.  Daily 

HERE  COMES  WINTER-  USE  CARBURETOR  HEAT 


ANNUAL  MEETING  INTERNATIONAL  NORTHWEST 
AVIATION  COUNCIL 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  International  Northwest  Avia- 
tion Council  was  held  In  Great  Falls  on  October  9,  10,  11. 
The  city  of  Great  Falls  was  filled  to  capacity  with  delegates 
and  representatives  from  the  northwest.  The  Canadian  pro 
vlnces  represented  Included  British  Columbia  Alberta  and 
Saskatchewan  together  with  representatives  from  the  Yukon 
Territory  and  Alaska. 

Ken  Bailey,  president  and  Lou  Sinlff,  secretary  of  the 
council,  planned  the  agenda  together  with  the  assistance  and 
aid  of  R F.  Kitchingman  and  A.  J.  Breltenstein  of  the  Great 
Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

Speakers  included  Charlie  Home,  CAA  Administrator 
ol  Washington,  D.  C.,  John  Baldwin,  Chairman  of  the  Air 
Transport  Board  of  Canada.  Other  speakers  Included  Max 
Karant.  Airplane  Owners  and  Pilots  Assn.  Washington.  D. 
C-,  Olin  Harrison,  Manager  Portland  Airport,  Doc  White, 
Portland  Air  Tour  Director,  Bud  McKay,  vice  president  North- 
west Air  Lines,  Ernie  McFarland.  President  Royal  Canadian 
Flying  Club.  Jim  Flaherty.  Great  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  Harland  Herrin  of  the  Montana  Aviation  Trades  As- 
sociation. 

It  is  believed  that  this  annual  meeting  was  the  largest 
meeting  ever  held  by  this  group  and  much  was  accompli- 
shed toward  a better  understanding  of  aviation  problems 
by  all  those  present 

Resolutions  passed  at  the  meeting  included  a resolution 
supporting  the  need  for  improved  forest  service  landing  strips 
with  a request  for  lie-down  and  camping  facilities  and  a 
resolution  for  Improved  border  clearance  procedures.  It  was 
pointed  out  to  CAA  representatives  present  that  there  was 
an  increased  need  for  low  cost  landing  strips  to  serve  all 
communities  and  areas  In  the  northwest. 

The  business  meeting  Included  the  election  of  officers 
and  selection  of  next  year's  meeting  place.  Doc  White  of 
Portland  was  elected  chairman  and  Frank  Womack  of  the 
Portland  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  elected  secretary  and 
by  popular  vote  Gearheardl-by-the-Sea  on  the  Oregon  coast 
was  selected  for  nexl  year’s  meeting. 

The  city  of  Great  Falls  went  all  out  to  entertain  the  guests 
and  the  final  banquet  at  the  club  house  of  the  Great  Falls 
Country  Club  was  a pleasant  and  appropriate  wind-up  of 
this  annual  aviation  event. 


COMPLIANCE  WITH  CANADIAN  TRANS-BORDER 
REGULATIONS 

The  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  is  concerned  over  the  fact 
that  aircraft  operators  of  United  Stales  nationality  are  not 
complying  fully  with  Canadian  regulations  in  filing  appli- 
cations with  the  Canadian  Air  Transport  Board  for  permits 
to  conduct  other-than-scheduled  transborder  air  services  pur- 
suant to  the  arrangments  made  last  March  by  an  exchange 
of  letters  between  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  and  the  Air 
Transport  Board- 

The  services  which  may  be  authorized  under  these  ar- 
rangements are  described  by  the  Board  as  common  carrier 
operations  of  a casual,  occasional  or  infrequent  nature  be- 
tween the  continental  United  States  and  Canada,  with  small 
aircraft,  and  between  certain  areas  of  Alaska  and  Canada, 
with  large  or  small  aircraft.  The  arrangements  do  not  af- 
fect crocs  border  operations  of  personal  civil  aircraft. 

Realizing  that  the  failure  to  comply  with  the  regulations 
of  the  Air  Transport  Board  may  be  the  result  of  misunder- 
standing, it  was  explained  that  the  following  procedure 
should  be  observed:  The  original  and  two  copies  of  each 
application  by  a U.  S operator  should  be  submitted  to  the 
Air  Transport  Board,  Ottawa,  Canada:  three  additional  copies 
should  be  furnished  to  the  Foreign  Air  Division,  Civil  Aero- 
nautics Board,  transmit  two  of  the  latter  copies  to  the  De- 
partment of  State  for  submission  through  diplomatic  channels 
to  the  Canadian  Government. 

FOR  SALE 

1947  Ercope,  metal  prop,  two-way  Harvey  Wells  radio,  no 
time  since  top  engine  overhaul,  285  hours  total  A very 
clean  ship.  Price  S1450.  Write  to  call  Sylvan  Nylander, 
Dodson,  Montana. 

HOURS  FLOWN  IN  GENERAL  AVIATION.  BY  TYPES 
OF  FLYING 

1951  (Thousands  of  Hours) 

Type  of  Flying  No.  of  Hours  % of  Total 

Hrs.  flown 


Agricultural  (by 


farmers  and  ranchers)  . 
Agriculiural  (by  com- 

624 

7% 

mercial  operators) 

......  558 

7% 

Industrial 

403 

5% 

Instructional 

1.902 

22% 

Transportation  for  hire  

658 

8% 

Business  

......  2,328 

27% 

Pleasure  or  sport 

1.880 

22% 

Other  

135 

2% 

Total,  all  types  

._...  8,480 

100% 

A He  is  a poor  substitute  for  the  truth,  but  it's  the  only 
one  discovered  to  dale. 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  STATE  AVIATION  OFFICIALS 

PURPOSK  •To  foster  avtution  u*  an  Industry,  as  a inode  of  transportation  for  persons  and  property  and  as  an  arm  of 
the  national  defense,  to  Join  with  the  Federal  Government  and  other  groups  in  research,  development,  and  advancement  of  avia- 
tion; to  develop  uniform  aviation  law*  and  regulations:  and  to  otherwise  encourage  co-operation  and  mutual  aid  among  Ule  sev 
cral  states  ” 


HARRIS  SUGGESTS  INTERNATION/  :iVIL  RESERVE 
AIR  FLEET 

Coordinating  the  international  civil  air  fleet  of  all  the 
western  powers  Into  an  international  Civil  Reserve  Air  Fleet 
of  four-engined  aircraft  similar  to  that  now  being  set  up  by 
U S.  carriers  was  suggested  this  week  as  a protect  worthy 
of  consideration. 

The  suggestion  was  advanced  by  Harold  R.  Harris,  vice 
president  of  Pan  American  World  Airways'  Atlantic  Divi- 
sion, In  a speech  before  the  Philadelphia  Chapter  of  the 
National  Defense  Transportation  Administration.  He  said 
such  a program  might  add  33%  additional  lift  to  that  of  the 
U S civil  reserve  fleet. 

Harris  said  the  civil  airlines  of  the  U.  S.  could  deliver 
better  than  a division  a day  ol  fully  equipped  troops  from 
the  U.  S.  to  western  Europe  in  an  emergency,  and  that  a 
fully  mobilized  commercial  air  transport  fleet,  not  including 
Military  Air  Transport  Service,  could  put  250.000  troops  ready 
for  battle  into  Europe  within  15  days.  In  terms  ol  cargo 
rather  than  troops,  this  civil  fleet  could  transport  2,000  tons 
of  cargo  a day  across  the  Atlantic,  Harris  said  He  added 
that,  within  the  next  two  years,  the  scheduled  airlines  will 
be  capable  of  doubling  their  potential  contribution  to  national 
defense,  considering  the  number  of  transport  type  aircraft 
now  on  order  -Am.  Avn.  Daily 

HARRIS  TO  BECOME  NWA  PRESIDENT  JAN.  1 

Harold  R.  Harris,  vice  president  Atlantic  Division  of 
Pan  American  World  Airways,  will  become  president  of 
Northwest  Airlines  on  January  1,  1953,  Croll  Hunter,  NWA 
president,  announced.  At  that  time.  Hunter  will  become 
chairman  of  the  NWA  board.  Harris,  who  was  with  Pan 
Amerlcan-Grace  Airways  for  many  years,  later  lolned  Amer- 
ican Overseas  Airlines,  and  became  a PAA  vice  president 
following  the  PAA-AOA  merger. — Am.  Avn.  Daily 

WIEN  INTERESTED  IN  NORWEGIAN  AMPHIBIAN 

Noel  Wien,  a director  of  Wien  Alaska  Airlines,  of  Fair- 
banks, Alaska,  is  enroute  to  Oslo,  Norway  to  Inspect  the 
Honningstad  5-A  Finnmark  amphibian  for  possible  use  In 
Alaska  The  plane,  manufactured  by  Norsk  Flyinduslri 
A S,  Is  in  the  process  of  being  certificated  fn  Norway,  Wien 
told  the  Daily. 

The  plane,  which  has  a flying  boat  hull,  is  equiped 
with  a retractable  wheel  and  ski  gear,  making  possible  op- 
erations on  water,  land  or  snow.  Powered  by  two  600  hp 
Prutt  (S  Whitney  R- 1 340  Wasp  engines,  it  can  carry  a crew 
of  two  and  up  to  12  passengers.  Seats  are  removable,  so 
that  the  entire  cabin  can  be  used  for  freight  The  plane 
first  flew  in  September,  1949,  and  has  been  undergoing  test 
and  refinement  since. 

Noel  Wien  is  the  second  company  official  to  go  abroad 
to  inspect  the  plane.  Sig  Wien,  president  of  the  airline, 
made  the  trip  a year  ago. — Am.  Avn.  Daily 

SAS  POLAR  FLIGHT  SET  FOR  NOV.  19 

Date  for  the  first  of  a series  of  DC-6B  polar  flights  by 
Scandinavian  Airlines  System  from  Los  Angeles  to  Copen- 
hagen via  Edmonton  and  Thule.  Greenland,  is  now  set  for 
Nov.  19  departure  from  Los  Angeles.— Am.  Avn.  Daily 

B-47  FUEL  LOAD  REVEALED  TO  BE  HIGH 

The  first  indication  of  how  much  fuel  a Boeing  B-47  jet 
bomber  can  carry  came  in  a speech  by  Air  Force  Under  Sec- 
retary Roswell  L.  Gilpatric,  who  indicated  that  the  plane 
carries  about  10,000  gallons  of  fuel,  an  extraordinary  fuel 
load  for  a plane  which  is  classified  as  a medium  bomber 
Gilpatric  spoke  at  a luncheon  honoring  Boeing  Airplane  Co. 
sponsored  by  the  Seattle  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

The  under  Secretary  did  not  mention  the  fuel  capacity 
in  specifics,  but  stated  that  "the  fuel  alone  carried  by  the 
B-47  weighs  more  than  the  B- 17  fully  loaded  for  take-off  on 
a combat  mission."  Combat  gross  of  the  World  War  II  B-17 
ran  between  54,000  and  60,000  pounds,  equivalent  in  weight 
to  about  9-10,000  gallons  of  modem  JP-4  iet  fuel. 

The  Air  Force,  Gilpatric  said,  "Is  putting  more  eggs  in  the 
B-47  basket  than  any  other  type  of  airplane  In  current  pro- 
duction."— Am.  Avn.  Daily 


Glasses  have  a profound  effect  on  a person's  vision, 
especially  when  they  have  been  filled  and  emptied  too  many 
times. 

AIRSICKNESS  REMEDIES  HELD  UNSAFE  FOR  CREWMEN 

Any  one  of  several  airsickness  remedies  now  in  use  can 
provide  effective  relief  for  passengers,  but  they  are  not  re- 
commended for  use  by  airplane  crews.  That  is  the  basic 
conclusion  reached  in  two  separate  investigations  of  air- 
sickness now  in  progress  at  the  Air  Force  School  of  Aviation 
Medicine.  Randolph  AFB,  Texas. 

The  investigation  concluded  that  the  drugs  have  un- 
pleasant side  effects  ranging  from  simple  drowsiness  to  In- 
somnia and  including  headaches,  dry  mouth,  blurred  vision, 
ringing  in  the  ears  and  even  nightmares.  A passenger  could 
put  up  with  these  annoyances  If  the  alternative  were  violent 
airsickness,  but  c pilot  or  navigator  dcwod  with  3ueh  drugs 
would  be  poor  risk  on  an  arduous  night  flight  or  a long  over- 
water hop,  the  report  states. 

During  the  investigation,  some  12,500  psychological  tests 
were  given  to  nearly  9,000  subjects.  The  tests  were  designed 
to  reveal  the  flying  skill  and  navigational  ability  of  aircrew- 
men  under  the  Influence  of  airsickness  drugs.  The  subjects 
lost  ability  to  do  the  tests  in  alomst  exact  proportions  to  the 
protection  they  gained  from  the  drugs,  the  survey  found 
Am.  Avn.  Daily 

SMALL  BUSINESS  LOANS  GRANTED  TWO 
AIRCRAFT  FIRMS 

Central  Aircraft,  Inc.,  a crop  dusting  concern  located 
at  Yakima  Washington  Municipal  Airport,  has  received  a 
$60,250  RFC  loan  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Small  De- 
fense Plants  Administration.  The  money  is  expected  to  en- 
able Central  Aircraft  to  expand  its  employment  from  the  pre- 
sent nine  to  25  or  30. 

SDPA  has  also  recommended  approval  of  $4,200  loan 
to  Production  Parts  Co.,  Hollywood.  The  eight-employee  firm 
Is  engaged  in  precision  machining  small  parts  for  companies 
making  aircraft  components  and  related  equipment,— Am 
Avn.  Daily 


THE  C ET  FLIGHT  IN  RETROSPECT 
By  Wayne  W.  Parrish 

A few  hours  after  reaching  Singapore  from  London  on 
the  deHavllland  iet  transport.  Cornet  I,  on  Sept  28,  I wrote 
an  article  about  the  flight  and  dispatched  It  to  Washington  to 
meet  the  deadline  for  the  Oct  13  issue  ol  American  Avia 
lion  magazine.  This  issue  has  now  reached  most  subscri- 
bers, and  I have  returned  to  Washington  after  visiting  Hong 
Kong  for  a week  and  crossing  the  Pacific  via  Philippine  Air 
Lines. 

Two  weeks  have  now  elapsed  There  Is  only  one 
change  I would  make  if  I were  re  writing  the  article  im- 
mediately after  completing  the  7600-mile  flight  to  the  Far 
East.  This  change  involves  the  noise  level  ol  the  iet  Comet 
I didn’t  give  suflicient  credit  to  it.  The  noise  level  Is  lower 
and  more  satisfactory — than  1 attributed  to  It  in  Singapore 
and  the  reason.  I'm  sure,  is  that  after  (lying  that  distance 
with  the  Comet  I had  forgotten  how  noisy  aTe  piston-engined 
airplanes. 

It  is  difficult  to  describe  the  cabin  noise  of  a iet  trans 
port  because  It  Is  entirely  different  from  the  .noise  of  a con 
ventional  airplane.  It  is  definitely  less  Irritating,  It  makes 
for  more  easier  conversation,  It  is  a very  material  improve 
ment  over  piston-engined  noise  In  about  the  same  ratio  as 
the  increase  In  speed. 

In  retrospect,  without  Intending  to  repeat  the  October 
13  magazine  article,  this  passenger's  reaction  to  the  Comet 
I are: 

I Noise  level;  markedly  improved  over  any  and  all 
piston-engined  airplanes,  as  above. 

2.  Vibration:  A revolution  in  air  travel  which  removes 
laUgue  almost  entirely  The  passenger  is  completely  detach- 
ed from  the  power  unit.  There  i::  no  straining  In  unison  with 
engines  on  take-off  or  cruise,  no  feeling  of  pushing  through 
the  air,  no  feeling  of  dependence  on  power.  It  is  much  like 
being  towed.  The  vibration  factor  alone  spells  a new  era 
in  long-range  air  transportation. 

3.  Pressurizing:  Despite  seven  take  ->tts  and  landings, 
and  altitudes  of  35.000  to  40,000  feet  (cabin  pressure  of  8.000 
ft.),  this  passenger  never  felt  the  slightest  change  in  air  pres- 
sure at  any  time  on  the  flight.  Descents  were  often  more 
rapid  than  normal  with  piston-engined  airplanes,  the  Comet 
being  able  to  descend  at  3.000  feet  a minute  with  great  ease 

4.  High  altitudes:  Flying  at  seven  miles  above  the  earth 
Is  a new  experience  which  should  please  most  passengers. 
There  is  a completely  new  feeling  of  freedom  and  of  space 
The  ascent  Is  made  so  effortlessly,  with  such  absence  of 
straining  motors,  that  most  passengers  would  not  realize 
they  were  so  high  unless  told. 

5.  Weather:  Flying  at  40,000  feet  clears  most  of  the 
weather,  especially  in  temperate  zones.  In  tropics  the 
cumulus  build-up  extends  sometimes  to  80.000  feet  but  it 
isn't  often  when  it's  necessary  to  pass  through  such  build- 
ups. The  Comet  has  flown  more  than  once  on  instruments 
from  one  stop  to  another  at  40,000  feet,  but  this  is  infrequent. 
While  40,000  feet  does  not  clear  all  the  weather  in  the  world 
all  the  time,  it  certainly  clears  the  bulk  of  It.  On  the  Singa- 
pore trip  the  Comet  flew  over  a considerable  amount  of 
weather  which  could  not  have  been  cleared  at  25,000  feet 
Contrawise,  the  Comet  may  well  experience  turbulence  at 
40,000  feet  which  planes  at  20,000  feet  don't  have.  Much 
has  to  be  learned  yet  about  flying  at  higher  altitudes,  but 
this  passenger's  reaction  is  thal  the  40,000  ft.  level  is  a truly 
delightful  experience  and  far  preferable  to  anything  lower 
The  only  turbulence  on  this  7600-mile  flight  was  a little  bit 
at  lower  levels  on  ascending  from  London  and  descending 
at  Rome  insignificant  by  comparison  with  general  run  of 
trips. 

6.  Operation:  This  writer  is  neither  a pilot  nor  an  engi- 
neer, so  can  give  only  a layman's  impression.  But  from 
this  angle,  Comet  seemed  to  be  completely  maneuverable, 
easy  to  handle  on  the  ground,  operated  In  completely  rou- 
tine manner  Especially  impressive  were  the  descents  (which 
start  200-225  miles  out).  The  Comet  speed,  of  course,  points 
up  need  for  revving  up  weather  and  airway  information 
A Comet  pilot  must  have  full  information  about  his  next 
point  within  a few  minutes  of  take-off. 

Conclusion:  The  iet  era  is  not  just  mother  upward  ad 
vance  in  the  DC-3.  DC-6  or  Constellation  series,  but  it  is 
something  quite  new.  Passenger  comfort  is  certainly  one 
feature  which  is  most  impressive,  i.e.,  the  absence  of  vi- 
bration The  Comet  I speed  of  from  450  to  490  miles  per 
hour  will  be  surpassed  with  newer  jet  models  and  500  m.p.h. 
should  be  considered  standard  for  long-range  travel.  Pro- 
ject this  speed  onto  the  main  travel  routes  of  the  world  and 
a revolution  is  apparent,  the  impact  of  which  is  difficult  to 
assess  at  this  time. 

Passengers  who  fly  on  the  Comet  are  not  likely  to  be 
Impressed  by  the  numerous  negative  criticisms  being  made 
around  the  world.  Passenger  reaction  is  and  will  be  virtu- 
ally all  affirmative.  Only  the  short  range  of  Comet  I is 
handicap  (a  slop  every  two  and  a half  hours  versus  5 to  10 
hours  on  DC-6's  and  Constellations)  but  Comet  II  will  be  a 
major  Improvement  in  range.  The  operating  cost  factor  is 
vastly  important  to  airline  operators  and  despite  BOAC's 
claim  that  it  is  making  money  on  Comet  I,  no  other  operator 
in  the  world  believes  it.  But  the  fact  remains  that  Comet  I 
is  in  full  operation  and  is  carrying  passengers  competitively 
on  vital  air  routes  to  South  Africa  and  to  the  Far  East.  Pas- 
sengers are  notoriously  Indifferent  to  cost  and  technical 
factors. 

Economical  and  long-range  jet  is  certainly  the  answer 
to  all  long-range  air  routes  of  the  world  and  Comet  1 will 
unquestionably  hasten  the  day  when  iet  becomes  stand- 
ard. Jet  transport  passenger  appeal  should  not  be  under- 
estimated on  any  count  This  writer,  who  became  a 100% 
enthusiast  for  commercial  jet,  doubts  that  either  air  trans- 
port operators  or  world  slatemen  appreciate  In  even  small 
measure  what  the  jet  era  will  perform  in  linking  countries 
and  continents.  Jet  flying  within  the  U.  S.  presents  traffic 
and  weather  problems  not  found  in  international  flying. 
If  jet  operates  most  efficiently  at  40,000  feel,  as  is  true 
with  Comet  I,  it  is  obvious  that  jet  is  eessentially  a long- 
range  airplane,  i.e.  1,000  mile  stages  at  a minimum  The 
main  significance  of  1952  is  that  commercial  iet  came  into 
existence  and  can't  be  ignored  from  here  on.— Am.  Avn. 
Daily 
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